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CRITICISM  OF  CONGRESS  MOUNTS 


As  President  Lyndon  B.  Johnson  assumes  office  after 
the  tragic  death  of  John  F.  Kennedy,  he  faces  a  Con¬ 
gress  which  has  been  increasingly  criticized  for  failure 
to  act  on  important  legislation  such  as  civil  rights  and 
taxes  and  even  on  necessary  appropriations.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  columnist  Roscoe  Drummond,  Congress  has  lost 
the  capacity  to  deal  with  its  responsibilities  because  it 
is  trying  to  solve  space  age  problems  with  iron  age 
tools.  Complaints  against  Congress  include  clumsy 
procedure,  faulty  organization,  weak  leadership,  con¬ 
flict  of  interest  and  inadequate  representation  of  urban 
areas  and  of  Negroes  in  the  South. 


Published 


Congressional  Procedures.  Congress  has  failed  to  re¬ 
examine  systematically  its  organization,  its  workload, 
and  its  procedures  since  the  Congressional  Reorganiza¬ 
tion  Act  of  1946.  However,  recent  criticism  has  re¬ 
sulted  in  many  proposals  both  from  within  and  outside 
the  Congress.  Sen.  Joseph  Clark  of  Pennsylvania  was 
joined  by  29  other  Senators  in  sponsoring  S.  Con.  Res. 
1  which  was  designed  to  provide  the  necessary  self- 
examination.  This  proposal  was  reported  by  the  Senate 
Rules  Committee  on  September  19  in  what  Senators 
Clark  and  Hugh  Scott  of  Pennsylvania  called  a  “trun¬ 
cated  and  critically  weakened”  form. 


During  the  first  ten  months  of  the  88th  Congress  the 
House  passed  only  ten  major  bills  and  the  Senate  only 
fourteen,  seven  of  which  have  become  law.  The  fiscal 
year  began  on  July  1,  but  as  of  November  19,  the 
President  had  signed  only  five  out  of  fourteen  appro¬ 
priation  bills.  Many  Departments  must  plan  their 
1964-1965  budget  requests  without  knowing  what  their 
appropriations  will  be  for  the  current  fiscal  year. 

At  present  these  agencies  pay  their  bills  on  the  basis 
of  continuing  resolutions  which  authorize  expenditures 
at  last  year’s  level.  In  the  Arms  Control  and  Disarma¬ 
ment  Agency,  no  new  contracts  have  been  let  to  carry 
on  disarmament  studies.  The  consequences  in  low 
morale  and  disorderly  administration  are  incalculable. 
By  statute.  Congress  should  have  completed  its  work 
by  July  31. 


S.  Con.  Res.  1  would  establish  a  bipartisan  committee 
of  six  Senators  and  six  Representatives  equally  divided 
between  the  parties.  They  would  be  empowered  to 
study  and  recommend  changes  in  the  scheduling  of 
legislation,  congressional  staffing,  and  the  extraneous 
workload  of  Congressmen.  Unfortunately,  the  resolu¬ 
tion  as  reported  would  not  allow  the  committee  to  ex¬ 
amine  the  seniority  system  by  which  committee  chair¬ 
men  are  selected,  the  Rules  Committee  of  the  House, 
and  Rule  22  of  the  Senate  by  which  minorities  can 
prevent  a  vote  on  legislation.  Changes  in  all  of  these 
have  been  urged  in  the  FCNL  Statement  of  Legislative 
Policy,  which  also  recommends  disclosure  of  financial 
interests,  travel  expenditures,  and  campaign  contribu¬ 
tions  by  Members  of  Congress. 

The  Rules  Committee  also  reported  S.  Res.  89  which 
would  require  Senators  to  be  germane  in  their  debate 


ACTION  NEEDED  TO  BLOCK  GOVERNMENTAL  FALLOUT  SHELTER  PROGRAM 


A  special  Senate  Armed  Services  Subcommittee  began  bear¬ 
ings  December  2  on  a  House-passed  bill  which  would  allow 
the  Administration  to  provide  fallout  shelters  in  Federal 
buildings  and  subsidize  construction  of  shelters  in  non-profit 
institutions. 

H.R.  8200  is  a  “foot-in-the-door”  bill  which  would  authorize 
the  expenditure  of  S1*X).6  million  in  fiscal  lObk  The  De¬ 
partment  of  Defense  goal  is  2 10,000, (XJO  shelter  spaces  by 
1968  at  an  estimated  cost  of  S6  billion.  H.R.  82(K)  passed 
the  House  with  minimal  debate.  One  clue  to  Senate  feelings 
can  be  seen  in  a  November  20  vote  on  an  amendment  to 


strike  $16.9  million  for  the  shelter  stocking  program  from 
the  fiscal  19f>l  budget.  The  amendment  was  defeated  48  to 
28.  Only  half  as  many  voted  to  cut  civil  defense  funds 
last  year. 

If  you  are  concerned  about  the  effects  of  a  large  scale  fall¬ 
out  shelter  program  on  public  attitudes  toward  nuclear  war, 
or  the  use  of  resources  for  this  purpose,  you  should  write 
your  Senators  and  the  Subcommittee  immediately.  Members 
include:  Sens.  Henry  Jackson,  Wash.,  Chairman;  Stephen 
Young,  Ohio;  Strom  Thurmond,  S.C.;  Robert  Byrd,  W.  Va.; 
J.  Glenn  Beall,  Md.;  and  Barrv  Goldwater,  Ariz. 


/// #.‘/» I «  f  *r**/*#ll'*/  iti  ti**’ 


• t  -» /• 


\X’ashington  Newsletter,  December  1963 


Page  2 


for  three  hours  each  legislative  day.  This  change  could 
speed  Senate  action,  if  adopted. 

Conflict  of  Interest.  Senators  Clifford  Case,  N.  J.,  and 
Maurine  Neuberger,  Ore.,  are  among  those  pressing  for 
legislation  to  require  Members  of  Congress  and  Com¬ 
mittee  staffs  to  disclose  their  income  and  financial 
interests.  Sen.  Dirksen  commented  that  Members  of 
Congress  are  screened  by  the  electorate  and  that  he  was 
opposed  to  compulsory  disclosure. 

Coinniittee  Staffs.  Rep.  Fred  Schwengel,  Iowa,  has 
pointed  out  that  while  the  ratio  of  Democrats  in  the 
House  is  3  to  2,  the  ratio  of  committee  staff  members 
responsible  to  the  Democrats  is  8  to  1,  thus  depriving 
the  Republicans  of  sufficient  staff  resources  to  be  able 
to  shape  and  support  an  independent  position.  North¬ 
ern  Democrats  complain  that  31  of  45  committee  chair¬ 
men  are  Southerners.  If  Congress  is  to  improve  its 
ability  to  exercise  oversight  of  the  large  Executive 
Branch  and  improve  its  legislative  performance,  much 
will  depend  on  the  professional  competence,  the  non- 
partisanship  and  the  necessary  number  of  staff.  For 
example,  the  House  Defense  Appropriations  Subcom¬ 
mittee  had  only  nine  staff  members  to  help  it  deal 
with  the  S49  billion  request  this  year. 

l'nnt*r<*»sary  iR'ork.  One  item  in  the  extraneous  work¬ 
load  has  been  reviewed  in  the  House  District  Com¬ 
mittee  which  is  considering  Home  Rule  for  Washing¬ 
ton.  Congress  has  been  acting  as  a  city  council  for  the 
District  of  Columbia  since  1874.  Fifty-one  Congress¬ 
men  have  asked  the  District  Committee  to  report  a 
Home  Rule  bill  both  to  ease  the  burden  on  Congress 
and  to  extend  the  principles  of  democracy  to  the  Dis¬ 
trict  of  Columbia. 

riulerlying  l)iflirulti(‘8.  Complaints  about  Congress  dis¬ 
guise  more  basic  problems  in  the  structure  and  politics 
of  our  government.  Representation  and  leadership  are 
constant  issues  in  the  democratic  process.  It  has  been 
contended  that  minority  rule  in  Congress  merely  re¬ 
flects  the  strength  of  minorities  in  our  representative 
system;  and  part  of  their  strength  has  been  the  conse¬ 
quence  of  unfair  apportionment. 

The  Supreme  Court  is  considering  this  problem  in 
apportionment  cases  coming  from  New  York,  Mary¬ 
land.  \3rginia,  Alabama,  and  Georgia.  A  good  example 
of  unequal  distribution  of  seats  can  be  found  in  Georgia 
where  Charles  Weltner  s  Fifth  Congressional  District 
includes  a  1960  population  of  823,000  as  against  Phil 
Landrum’s  Ninth  District  which  has  272.000  people. 
The  Court  is  being  asked  whether  the  “equal  protec¬ 
tion”  clause  of  the  Fourteenth  Amendment  of  the  Con¬ 
stitution  requires  States  to  assure  that  each  person’s 
vote  shall  have  equal  weight. 

The  proper  role  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  this  essen¬ 
tially  political  question  is  controversial.  Traditionally 
this  issue  has  been  regarded  as  almost  entirely  a  legis¬ 
lative  matter.  If  the  Court  establishes  a  principle  of 
fair  apportionment  it  will  be  accused  of  usurping  leg¬ 
islative  responsibility;  if  it  fails  to  act,  it  will  be  accused 
of  failing  to  protect  majorities  from  present  minority 
rule.  However,  as  a  consequence  of  the  failure  of  the 
political  branches,  the  Supreme  Court  has  increasingly 
been  forced  into  the  political  arena. 

The  complications  of  Cnited  States  Government  with 
its  divided  powers  among  executive,  legislative  and 
judicial  branches  and  its  federal  allocation  of  responsi- 


“.Wy  fellow  Americans:  Ask  not  what  your  country  can  ,< 
do  for  you — ask  what  you  can  do  for  your  country.  ...  i 
With  a  fiood  conscience  our  only  sure  reward,  with 
history  the  final  judge  of  our  deeds,  let  us  go  forth  to  , 
lead  the  land  ive  love,  asking  His  blessing  and  His  < 

help,  but  knowing  that  here  on  earth  Code’s  work  must  ] 

truly  be  our  own.** 

— John  F.  Kennedy,  Inaugural  Address,  Jan.  20,  1961, 


bilities  between  nation  and  States  require  skillful  ; 
leadership  to  provide  motive  and  mobilization  of  ma-  ] 
jorities  in  effective  policies.  Leadership  both  in  Con-  ] 
gress  and  in  the  Executive  Branch  has  been  criticized  ] 
for  not  providing  this  guidance.  Without  directing 
attention  at  individuals,  it  should  be  noted  that  during 
the  last  twenty  years  Presidential  leadership  in  the 
domestic  area  has  declined;  and  during  this  same  time 
there  has  been  increased  Congressional  activity  in  the 
foreign  policy  field,  where  the  President  has  been  given 
primary  responsibility.  This  was  exemplified  most  re¬ 
cently  in  the  foreign  aid  authorization  debate. 

Whai  Can  Citizens  Do?  It  is  easy  to  point  the  finger  of 
responsibility.  The  temptation  is  to  blame  the  system, 
or  the  leadership,  or  the  “establishment.”  But  a  New 
York  Times  editorial  of  November  10  broadens  the 
scope  of  complaint  by  suggesting  that  changes  on 
Capitol  Hill  “will  come  only  when  all  of  us — and  each 
of  us — make  it  plain  that  we  care  enough  to  make 
Congress  care.”  How  can  public  officials  be  made  to 
care?  You  can  write  or  talk  personally  with  them 
about  the  issues. 

Candidates  are  also  planning  their  legislative,  guber¬ 
natorial,  congressional  and  presidential  campaigns. 
Now  is  the  time  to  talk  with  them  before  they  have 
made  all  their  commitments.  Satisfactory  candidates 
require  support  from  those  who  are  concerned.  Public  |! 
support  includes  help  in  the  financing  and  running  of  !J 
campaigns.  The  energy  of  leadership  in  a  democracy  i 
depends  on  the  concern  of  the  citizenry.  = 
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i  CONGRESS  DISSECTS  FOREIGN  AID 

Congressional  consideration  of  the  foreign  aid  program 
has  been  more  protracted  and  bitter  than  usual  this 
year.  The  authorization  bill  is  now  in  conference,  after 
a  Senate  debate  of  three  weeks  and  a  House  debate  of 
several  days.  Both  bodies  revolted  against  their  leader¬ 
ship  and  cut  the  President’s  $4.5  billion  budget  request 
to  $3.5-$3.7  billion.  Additional  cuts  are  anticipated 
when  the  appropriations  bill  is  debated. 

Budget  cuts  to  date  have  been  accompanied  by  de¬ 
mands  for  a  complete  reorientation  of  the  pro^am. 
The  Senate  Foreign  Relations  Committee  has  called 
upon  the  Administration  to  concentrate  in  fewer  coun¬ 
tries  next  year,  to  eliminate  self-sufficient  countries, 
and  to  give  “prompt  and  serious”  consideration  to  chan¬ 
neling  a  larger  share  of  development  loans  through 
international  agencies  such  as  the  International  De¬ 
velopment  Association.  Some  other  aspects  of  debate: 

There  seems  to  be  increasing  interest  in  reducing  the 
element  of  sacrifice  in  U.  S.  endeavors  to  help  raise  liv¬ 
ing  standards  around  the  world.  Because  of  worry 
over  the  U.  S.  budgetary  deficit  and  balance  of  pay¬ 
ments  problems,  Congress  raised  the  minimum  interest 
rate  on  development  loans  from  3/4  of  1%  to  2% 
this  year  and  a  number  of  Senators,  led  by  Sen.  Gruen- 
ing,  Alaska,  were  barely  defeated  in  a  move  to  raise 
them  further.  There  was  little  discussion  of  the  burden 
such  rates  would  impose  upon  the  developing  nations, 
where  in  the  words  of  former  President  Kennedy, 

’  more  than  half  the  children  of  primary  school  age 
'  are  not  in  school.  More  than  half  the  families  live  in 
substandard  dwellings.  More  than  half  of  the  people 
live  on  less  than  $100  a  year.  Two  out  of  three  adults 
are  illiterate.” 

Many  still  think  of  economic  aid  as  just  another  tool 
in  the  cold  war.  The  Senate  struck  out  a  provision 
^  allowing  the  President  to  extend  economic  aid  to  Com- 
Jmunist  nations  if  such  aid  would  promote  their  inde¬ 
pendence  “from  international  communism.”  A  similar 
I  restriction  was  barely  defeated  in  the  House.  Both 
bodies  tightened  prohibitions  against  aiding  countries 
that  allow  ships  or  aircraft  to  service  Cuba,  and  the 
House  specified  that  no  U.  S.  contributions  to  inter¬ 
national  organizations  could  be  used  to  finance  tech¬ 
nical  assistance  and  economic  development  projects 
‘  in  Cuba. 

There  is  growing  concern  about  the  effects  of  military 
aid  on  underdeveloped  areas  and  a  revolt  against  con¬ 
tinued  military  aid  to  Western  Europe.  So  far  this 
vear,  Congress  has  cut  the  military  assistance  budget 
more  severely  than  any  other  aid  program,  except  for 
House  cuts  in  the  Alliance  for  Progress.  Attempts  have 
been  made  to  restrict  military  shipments  to  Africa,  and 
the  Senate  has  placed  additional  curbs  on  aid  to  Latin 
j  America,  where  officers  trained  in  part  under  the  U.  S. 
aid  program  have  overthrown  six  constitutional  gov¬ 
ernments  in  the  last  18  months. 

A  number  of  Senators  have  pointed  out  that  military 
aid  to  nations  on  the  periphery  of  the  Communist  bloc 
e  has  helped  create  bloated  military  establishments 
s  which  serve  no  real  purpose  and  have  to  be  backed  up 
c  by  U.  S.  military  might.  According  to  Sen.  Frank 
f  Church,  Idaho,  South  Korea  is  so  laden  with  military 
y  equipment  supplied  by  the  United  States  that  it’s  a  won¬ 
der  “the  peninsula  has  not  sunk  with  the  weight.” 


There  is  interest  in  channeling  a  larger  portion  of  U.  S. 
development  loans  through  international  institutions. 
This  is  due  in  part  to  the  belief  that  an  international 
body  can  require  more  reforms  of  recipients  than  a 
single  lender  would  be  able  to.  It  also  reflects  the  hope 
that  transferring  U.  S.  funds  to  international  agencies 
might  encourage  other  industrial  nations  to  increase 
their  aid.  This  raises  the  old  question  of  what  part  of 
the  aid  burden  should  be  carried  by  the  United  States 
as  the  richest  nation  in  the  world.  One  indication  of 
Congress’  view  is  that  the  House  barely  rejected  an 
amendment,  157-168,  to  limit  contributions  to  UN 
economic  aid  and  technical  assistance  programs  to 
one-third  of  their  budgets  although  ability  to  pay  is 
estimated  at  up  to  44%  .  The  Senate  Committee  threat¬ 
ened  to  put  a  ceiling  on  contributions  if  “substantial 
progress  is  not  made  in  achieving  further  reductions.” 

There  is  some  feeling  that  technical  assistance  which 
concentrates  upon  developing  human  skills  and  re¬ 
sources  in  Africa,  Asia  and  Latin  America  should  be 
cut  back  and  increasingly  channeled  through  nongov¬ 
ernmental  agencies. 

Congress  hopes  to  encourage  private  enterprise  to  as¬ 
sume  more  responsibility  for  the  development  of  the 
poverty-stricken  areas  of  the  world.  This  has  been 
demonstrated  through  enthusiastic  support  for  a  pro¬ 
gram  of  Federal  guarantees  against  risks  of  currency 
inconvertibility,  expropriation  and  loss  by  reasons  of 
war,  revolution  and  insurrections.  It  is  reflected  in 
amendments  expanding  prohibitions  against  aiding 
countries  that  expropriate  U.  S.  owned  property  with¬ 
out  adequate  compensation. 

NEW  CURBS  ON  TRAVEL 

November  12,  the  United  States  declared  11%  of  the 
country  off  limits  to  diplomats  from  Bulgaria,  Czecho¬ 
slovakia,  Hungary,  Poland  and  Rumania.  The  travel 
regulations  for  Soviet  diplomats  in  effect  since  1955 
were  also  revised.  Reports  indicate  that  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  State  had  originally  resisted  the  new  regula¬ 
tions,  while  the  Defense  Department  had  insisted  they 
were  necessary  “for  reasons  of  national  security,”  in¬ 
cluding  the  protection  of  missile  sites. 

The  INew  York  Times  summarized  the  new  ruling, 
which  moves  away  from  an  earlier  policy  of  seeking  to 
open  up  Soviet  territory,  as  follows:  “The  security  gain, 
in  short,  is  at  best  marginal  and  debatable;  the  moral 
and  political  losses  are  clear  and  substantial.” 

CONVERTING  TO  QVILIAN  WORK 

Sen.  George  McGovern.  S.  Dak.,  and  10  others  have  introduced 
S.  2274,  calling  for  a  “coordinated  effort  between  private 
industry  and  government  to  smooth  the  transition”  to  a  civilian 
economy.  S.  2274  would  establish  a  National  Economic  Con¬ 
version  Commission  and  require  that  major  defense  plants  set 
up  conversion  committees.  Similar  bills  have  been  introduced 
in  the  House  by  California  Reps.  Van  Deerlin  (Il.R.  9005), 
George  Brown  (H.R.  ‘X)19).  and  Don  Edwards  (H.R.  9196). 
Bills  are  pending  before  the  Senate  and  House  Commerce 
Committees. 

A  Senate  Subcommittee  has  begun  hearings  on  S.  2298,  to 
establish  a  Commission  on  the  Application  of  Technology  to 
Community  and  Manpower  Needs.  One  function  of  the  Com¬ 
mission  would  be  to  examine  the  transfer  of  defense  technology 
to  civilian  work.  S.  2298  was  sponsored  by  Senators  Hart. 
Mich.;  Humphrey,  Minn.;  and  Clark,  Pa. 
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Relief  to  Cuban  Hurrieaiie  Vielims.  It  is  no  longer 
possible  to  send  gift  parcels  of  food  to  the  Cuban  Red 
Cross  for  use  in  their  hurricane  relief  program,  as  was 
reported  in  the  November  FCNL  Washington  News¬ 
letter.  October  31,  the  Post  Office  curtailed  parcel  post 
service  to  Cuba  because  of  “reports  of  confiscation  in 
Cuba  of  the  contents  of  parcels  other  than  medicines.” 

The  American  Friends  Service  Committee  recently  de¬ 
livered  a  planeload  of  medical  supplies  and  food  for 
the  hurricane  vicitims.  Frank  Hunt,  a  member  of  the 
relief  mission,  has  reported  “Every  Cuban  knew  who  we 
were  and  why  we  were  there.  We  feel  we  got  across 
the  message  that  this  was  a  goodwill  mission  motivated 
entirely  by  a  desire  to  alleviate  human  suffering.” 
Neu'sletter  readers  who  wish  to  help  finance  the  plane¬ 
load  of  supplies  can  send  contributions  for  Cuban  re¬ 
lief  to  the  AFSC,  160  North  15th  Street,  Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania,  19102. 

Churches  in  Cuba.  Wolfe  Hansen,  a  Pentecostal  mis¬ 
sionary  who  visited  Cuba  from  August  1962  to  Febru¬ 
ary  1963,  has  reported,  “1  noticed  first  of  all  the  quiet 
determination  of  the  Cuban  church  to  carry  on  its 
activities  and  to  meet  the  challenge  of  the  hour.”  He 
added.  “1  also  obseiNcd  the  resourcefulness  of  the 
Cuban  church  in  these  times  of  difficulty,”  with  laymen 
conducting  services  when  ministers  were  not  available. 
For  a  more  complete  report,  write  to  the  Department 
of  International  Affairs  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches,  475  Riverside  Drive,  New  York,  N.  Y.  10027, 
for  a  copy  of  the  October  21  “Religion  in  Communist 
Dominated  Areas.” 

Review  for  Disarmament  Agency.  Rep.  H.  R.  Gross, 
Iowa,  recently  asked,  “If  we  are  going  to  build  up  a 
super-duper  Disarmament  Agency,  I  wonder  when  we 
will  begin  to  cut  back  on  military  spending.”  Rep. 
Carl  Vinson,  Ga.,  then  answered,  “1  do  not  know  when 
any  disarmament  program  is  coming  in.  ...  1  hope  the 
Committee  on  Armed  Services  will  be  alert,  and  1  know 


they  will,  and  see  that  this  country  remains  adequately 
prepared.  So,  I  am  not  disturbed  in  the  slightest  de¬ 
gree  about  any  major  inroads  being  made  by  advocates 
of  disarmament  that  is  going  to  affect  the  security  of 
this  country.” 

Victims  of  Slow  Procedures.  In  the  November  12  New 
York  Times,  columnist  Brooks  Atkinson  described  the 
problems  facing  the  Seneca  Indians,  who  must  be  re¬ 
settled  before  October  1964.  He  predicted,  “In  time 
some  sort  of  bill  to  compensate  the  Senecas  will  doubt¬ 
less  emerge  from  the  slow  procedures  that  Congres¬ 
sional  legislation  entails.  The  original  victims  of  the 
dam  become  the  victims  of  all  the  ensuing  political 
methods.” 

FCNL  20th  Anniversary  Fund.  With  38  events  held  so 
far  to  celebrate  the  20th  Anniversary  of  the  FCNL, 
about  $30,000  has  been  contributed  toward  the  goal 
of  $40,000  for  the  20th  Anniversary  Reserve  Fund. 
The  importance  of  establishing  a  reserve  fund  was 
emphasized  by  Paul  Hoffman,  Managing  Director  of 
the  UN  Special  Fund,  who  spoke  at  the  Philadelphia 
dinner  meeting,  October  18.  Paul  Hoffman  called 
FCNL  “the  poorest  lobby  in  Washington  from  the 
standpoint  of  finances.”  He  added  that  FCNL  is  effec¬ 
tive  because  it  is  “dedicated  and  efficient.” 

Civil  Rights  Action  Bulletin.  The  reprint  of  Elton  True- 
blood’s  “Race  and  Law,”  included  in  the  FCNL  Action 
Bulletin  on  November  22,  appeared  in  the  November 
issue  of  Quaker  Life.  This  Action  Bulletin  and  a  sum¬ 
mary  of  the  proposed  civil  rights  bill  are  available 
from  FCNL. 


The  Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation 
includes  Friends  appointed  by  20  of  the  26  Friends  Yearly 
Meetings  and  10  Friends  organizations  in  the  United  States. 
Expressions  of  views  in  the  FCNL  Washington  ISewsletter 
are  guided  hy  the  Statement  of  Policy  prepared  and  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  Committee.  Seeking  to  follow  the  leadings 
of  the  Spirit,  the  FCNL  speaks  for  itself  and  for  like- 
minded  Friends.  No  organization  can  speak  officially  for 
the  Religious  Society  of  Friends. 

FCNL  WASHINGTON  NEWSLETTER.  Editors:  E.  Raymond 
ilson.  Edward  F.  Snyder,  Frances  Neely,  Denise  O’Connor, 
Richard  Taylor.  243  Second  St.,  N.E.,  W^ashington,  D.C.. 
20002.  Subscription  $.3.00  per  year.  Published  monthly. 
Second  class  postage  paid  at  Washington,  D.C. 


The  Friends  Committee 
On  National  Legislation 

i-i  a  committee  of  Friends  working  with  likeminded  persons 
attempting  to  translate  Quaker  beliefs  into  political  education 
and  action. 

FCNL  works  particularly  with  Congress  where  national  policy 
is  enacted  into  law.  It  combines  continuous  activity  in 
interviewing  legislators,  with  first  hand  reporting  on  Con¬ 
gressional  developments  to  readers  of  its  W.ASHINGTON 
NEWSLETTER,  and  encourages  letters,  telegrams  and  visits 
to  Congressmen  when  they  will  be  most  effective. 


Washington  Newsletter  Service  — 

•  Twelve  issues  of  NEWSLETTER  a  year; 

•  I  pon  request.  FCNL  ACTION  bulletins  on  foreign  and 
tlomestic  legislative  issues; 

•  Directory  of  Congressmen  and  Voting  Record  every 
two-year  session; 

•  Upon  request,  copies  of  FCNL  testimony  before  Com¬ 
mittees  of  Congress; 

•  Replies  by  letter  to  requests  for  legislative  information; 

•  FCNL  .Annual  Report  and  other  special  enclosures 
during  the  year. 

$3.00.  IL.jO  abniad.  \ddress:  2I.>  Second  Street, 
receive  a  Newsletter  on  state  legislation.  \d- 
subscription  price  snpfKtrt  the  legislation  and 


Pleas*- enter  mv  subs<  riptioti  for  one \ear  to  the  \N  XSHINtiTON  NKNNSLETTKR  at 
N  F...  Washington  2.  D.C.  ($.">.00  to  rf-sidents  of  Illinois  and  Wisconsin.  wh*>  also 
dress:  flOO  Warren  \venue.  Ilillsidt-.  Illinois).  Contributions  altove  NEWSLETTER 
n-sean  h  work  of  the  C.fimrnittee. 

((  a)ntributions  not  deductible  for  income  tax  pur(M>ses) 
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GTON  NEWSLETTER 

N0> 

MONTH 

SUBJECT 

2UU 

January 

Review  and  Preview  of  the  88th  Congress;  Dis¬ 
armament  Agency  Criticized. 

2U5 

February 

Budget  Stresses  Economy  and  War  on  Poverty. 

Special  Items  of  Interest. 

2U6 

March 

Need  for  New  Foreign  Policy;  House  Passes 

Civil  Rights  Bill* 

2k7 

April 

U.S.  Lags  in  War  Against  Poverty  Abroad;  As  the 

Waters  Rise  on  the  Seneca  Indians;  Congress  con¬ 
siders  Prayer  Decision;  Draft  Study  Urged, 

2hQ 

May 

East-West  Trade:  Weapon  of  War  or  Peace?  Civil 

Rights  in  Filibuster;  Limiting  Food  for  the 

Hungry?;  US-Polish  Travel  Curbs;  Some  Fresh 

Breezes  in  Washington. 

2h9 

June 

Unfinished  Business  Before  Congress;  Freedcan 
of  Religion;  MLF:  A  retrogressive  Step. 

2$0 

July 

Narrowing  the  Gulf  Between  East  and  West;  The 

Cold  War  and  Poverty  at  Home  and  Abroad;  Senate 

Passes  Civil  Rights  Bill;  Planning  for  Arms 

Cutbacks;  Negotiations  Needed  in  Viet  Nam;  Teachers 
Loyalty  Oaths  challenged  by  U,  of  Washington, 

251 

August 

Military  Manpower  Under  Review;  Stagnation  in 

Foreign  Aid?  Smoking  and  Health;  Civil  Rights, 

252 

September 

Review  and  Record  of  88th  Congress — voting  tabulations. 

253 

October 

Goldwater  and  Johnson  Compared  on  Key  Issues. 

Miller  and  Humphrey  Compared;  Civil  Rights. 

25U 

November 

What  Future  for  Food  for  Peace? 

25^ 

December 

The  Economy,  the  Government  and  You, 

